In tlhe_ 80s, while | was studying.music comlposition in Japan, | was intrigL_Jed by the se_emingly =] z D =W VT
esoteric role some traditional musics played in contemporary Japanese society. | was given the — — ] EE:
opportunity to study the sho—the mouth-organ used in gagaku, ancient Japanese court orchestral Q - )
music and dances—at a small Tokyo shrine, Sendagaya Ward's Hatonomori Hachiman Jinja. Via this o] !  — 2 >
shrine | became familiar with basic gagaku repertoire and played for Shinto ceremonies, weddings and = o () =— T
related functions, and also learned how to tune and repair the instrument. From that time onward I've D E |_| CATE PATH S - M U S | C FO R SH O E —_ ( ) jZ>
explored improvising with, writing for and toying with the acoustic, amplified and reproduced sound ) o E
of the sho. I've often wondered who thought up this remarkable work of nature-meets-technology— SARAH PEEBLES “w O > 35 rm
this ms‘grufnent, so elegant and dgceptlvely 5|mp|e:|00k|ng, whlch soynds so ethereal. The answer, of WITH EVAN PARKER. NILAN PERERA AND SUBA SANKARAN THANK YOU. ;:3 A _| =2 o
course, isn't really who, but by which paths the sh6 has come into being. Robert Garfias, > M1 m —

The sho, a free-reed instrument, was introduced to Japan from China between 710-794 AD, and is gﬁi’ﬁiﬁﬁfﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂ ﬁffﬁi" i L < m
one of a large family of Asian mouth-organs developed before and since that period. It has traditionally 1 Resinous Fold 7 (for Smoke) Peebles 06:00 Sam Droege, Noriko Saito, m (@) Y =W
been played in Japan as a part of gagaku for court, temple and shrine functions. Contemporary 2 Delicate Path (Murasaki) Parker, Peebles, Perera 11:59 Deirdre Tanaka, Frank == > ; +
compositions and improvisation have become a part of its repertoire since the 1960s, and its arresting . . ) Lindsay, P-O Hellgren, m = .

. ; ° . 3 Resinous Fold 6 (for Trigona) Peebles 05:06 Dean Hapeta, Gary Millan, —]
pipe-organ sound has drawn fans from around the world. Asian mouth- organs likely originated ] ] Veroniea Meduna, Kiichi -
in what is now Laos more than 3,000 years ago. They reflect an intriguing, synergistic relationship 4 Delicate Path (Lime) Parker, Peebles, Perera 08:18 Yajima, Naohiro Shibata, | m
between human beings and the habitats surrounding us. Since ancient times, mouth-organs have ) Resinous Fold 2 (for Bamboo) Peebles 06:30 Kou Ishikawa, Rob ﬂ
utilized the nest materials of wild stingless honey bees (such as genus Trigona in Laos): honey-making 6  Delicate Path (Sandalwood) Peebles, Sankaran 06:22 ﬂ.‘”ﬁkf.haﬁ' _TGZ Phillips, m o)
bees in tropical regions that are cousins of stinging honey bees (genus Apis). The stingless bees that ) icheline Roi, the guest >

. : : 7 Inthe Canopy (Part 1) Peebles 13:37 musicians, Yannis and wm
forest peoples of the tropics have used throughout the world are social bees that gather plant resins ] . Isabelle at Unsounds, and &
and produce mixtures of secreted wax and these collected resins (as well as plant gums, oils and 8  Resinous Fold 2+4+3 (for Malachite, Bronze & 08:03 all who lent their ears, o
other substances), which the bees combine equally and use within their nest as construction material. Cerumen) Peebles knowledge and support P
Indigenous peoples have gathered these materials from wild nests for millennia—often boiling down w
components and mixing them in specific proportions—and applied them to mouth-organs in many total time 67:01 nsou ndS jZ>
ways, as well as to many other cultural items. §
. Eco!ogy an_d human culture intersected in new ways as_bee husbandry and agriculture progressed SOCAN for Canada | ASCAP for the World except Canada (Pecbles); PRCMS (Parker); SOCAN e —
in ancient Asia. The mouth organ that became the sho utilized wax from managed bees—eventually (Perera, Sankaran). ©2007-2013 the artists. All rights reserved. www.unsounds.com =
from Japanese honey bees, Apis cerana japonica, a subspecies of the Asiatic honey bee—along with Liner notes by Sarah Peebles. Cover photo by Robert Cruickshank. Design Isabelle Vigier. 424 =

_ . : . Mastered by Matt Rogalsky.

human-gathered resin, ground malachite, lead, bronze, lacquered wood, buffalo horn, silver, and TR
smoke-cured bamboo from the hearths of old houses. It has changed little since arriving in Japan, Arborrations video by Creson, Rosen & Peebles and additional information on this project 8”88174 " 59355" 5

except for the occasional experiment. —Sarah Peebles, Toronto, 2014 are posted at unsounds.com.
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